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A torah portion is a reading from one of the five books of Moses. As part of becoming a bar mitzvah I was given a torah portion. I learned how to read and chant it in Hebrew from the torah. The torah portion for this Shabbat is known as Parshat Noach. It comes from the book of Genesis, chapter 6 verse 9 – chapter 11 verse 32.
  Let me now share with you some background information about my Torah portion. The main characters in this story are God, Noah, and lots of animals. In this Torah portion, God gets angry at the people because they were cruel to each other and stole from each other. God was not happy with the people, so he told Noah he would flood the land. He asked Noah to build an ark and to put on it two of every non kosher animal and seven of every kosher animal. So, Noah built an ark and brought his family along too.
  You might think that Noah was doing the right thing by following God’s orders. But maybe the right thing to do would have been to tell others that God was very angry about their behavior and that they should change. He never once tried to help his neighbors turn into better people and save themselves. Instead he was being a selfish person and did not try to help the others. It was said that his neighbors often asked, “Hey dude like what you building?” He either never said a word or said something like, “It’s an ark. What do you think it looks like?” If Noah really was righteous he would’ve warned his neighbors that if they don’t change their ways of living, then God will flood the earth. That is one way to look at it. Some main points in my torah portion are that god made a flood because of all the wickedness in the world and that Noah made an ark to save his family and pairs of every animal. 
One way that my torah portion and Noah’s actions relate to my life is that people who follow directions tend to be liked by everyone. Noah followed god’s directions by saving the animals and building an ark and in the end of the story he appeared to be the good guy and the hero. I’ve always believed that following directions and doing what I am told is the right thing to do, but from reading Noah’s story I now realize that doing exactly what you’re told might not always be the best thing to do. Also if someone tells you to do something and you do it, it might not be enough just to do exactly what they say. Remember when I told you that Noah might not have been as righteous as he got credit for because he didn’t try to help the other people survive. From that I take that if someone asks you to do something for them, you should do it, but you also should think about whether it’s the best thing to do. For example if you’re in a study room and a kid in your math class comes up to you and says that he is confused about the equations and asks if you could just give him the answers. A “Noah type of person” would say sure and follow the directions the other student said and give him the answers. A “more righteous person” would say “Let me show how I solved the equation and see if you can understand how I did it.” What solution sounds better?
As part of becoming a Bar mitzvah, I have taken the role of being a responsible Jew. Most of you are probably wondering, “What are Jewish responsibilities?” The first of the responsibilities is called lifelong torah study. Torah study means that I can interpret the torah and understand how it relates to my life. My torah portion has some messages that relates to my life. One is that sometimes the right thing to do may not be exactly what you were told to do. Another responsibility is that I go to Shabbat services and that I observe Shabbat. This responsibility also covers celebrating Jewish Holidays and important Jewish events for me. My favorite Jewish holiday is probably Hanukah not just because I get loads of gifts but because I think it’s the most fun and brings my family closer together than any other holiday.
Community is also a very important value in Jewish life. That means getting involved with Or Chadash, the people who are a part of our congregation, and Jews in Israel and all over the world.  At Or Chadash, rather than exchange gifts with our classmates for each of our celebrations, our class will get together and give a gift to the congregation.  
Judaism teaches all of us that we need to take responsibility to help repair the world in any way we can. Doing this act is called Tikkun Olam, repairing the world. One of the challenges facing our world today is that so many kids are going to bed hungry and wishing they could have something to eat or drink. One way I have tried to help, is by donating food to food pantries. You’ll notice that instead of decorating the bimah with flowers, my family and I made a donation to the Food Assistance and holocaust survivor program for the Jewish Family Services. For the past year I have been completing a mitzvah project. This is my way of showing Tikkun Olam. My mitzvah project was that for 2 hours every Saturday I would help mentally and physically disabled kids play sports and help them to be active. The organization is called Hunterdon Outreach Program. I chose this project because I thought it suited me perfectly. I love playing sports and found that helping disabled kids and young adults have fun playing was a great fit. The program started out where all of the athletes and the volunteers would meet at the Readington Middle School gym and we would help the kids do basketball drills and play scrimmages. Once it got warmer out we switched to playing baseball at the Hunterdon Central baseball and soccer fields. I was able to help the kids practice baseball drills and play some ball. From doing this I have seen that no matter what their handicap, each of these kids brought a lot of energy and enthusiasm, and it was really rewarding to watch them get better and more confident each week. It made me feel really good to know that I was helping to make even a small difference in their lives.  I also learned that some of the kids could really shoot well or throw a ball pretty far, and that all of them had great attitudes.
One meaningful Jewish memory I have is when my Hebrew school class performed a puppet show a couple years ago at a nursing home. There I learned some very interesting things. The first thing our whole class realized was that none of us had a future career in puppeteering because we were really bad. The second thing I learned was that you don’t have to be talented at all to bring a smile to someone’s face. The people clapped and laughed through the whole thing, which was about the time that I realized that instead of our intentional purpose of producing the best act ever, we had accidentally turned the act into a comedy. Now being a tad bit older, I realize that it didn’t matter if we were great, good or awful- we made our audience happy just by caring enough to be there.   As I continue to grow, I will try to keep this lesson in mind and try to make time in my busy life for spending time with those I love and letting them know I’ll always be there for them. 
